
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Negro League Baseball Legends Hall of Fame 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Speaking for League Park 

Your Project Summary: Speaking for League Park will be the 2017 theme for our continued emphasis on 

baseball stories and storytellers.  We will focus on baseball literature, but also documentaries, art, and 

other storytelling vehicles concentrating on stories with some relation to League Park. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I recommend the Baseball Heritage Museum's project Speaking for League Park for full funding 

from the CAC. The BHM's application particularly shows that their project will produce clear public benefit 

by providing the citizens of Cuyahoga County with free public events throughout the year that enhance 

the region's understanding of the history of diversity in baseball. This also lends to imparting the cultural 

vibrancy of the Cuyahoga County area because the project's focus is on making the audience more aware 

of the history of the region and how the role diversity - specifically, African-Americans, women, and 

international players - has enhanced the sport. The BHM is furthermore working with numerous and 

diverse organizations to collect and pass on these stories. This fresh programming encourages a creative 

new look at a favorite past time. BHM explicitly lists the means by which they will achieve their goals, so I 

have no doubt of their organizational capacity to follow through on this project. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Somewhat - this application meets the funding criteria. This is a good example of how the 

history of baseball mirrors the changes in American culture, and therefore Cleveland culture. The 

applicant clearly has a deep understanding of the content and has assembled a team that bolsters the 

program's cultural vibrancy. They also have a long track record having been formed in 1999, but located 

at the current site since 2014 as the voice of the park. There are also strong partnerships with diverse 

groups such as Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage and Fatima Family Center, but within the application 

narrative, there is a disconnect between the project goal of developing "greater appreciation for the 

storytellers" and the measures of progress which are focused on marketing. The application also does not 

define the community being targeted. I am sure they know whom they are targeting, but that information 

is absent from the narrative. Because of the goal disconnect and lack of information on the community 

target, I am unsure about the public benefit of this project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. The events discussed are open to the public 

and share community history (specifically baseball at that location) to build relationships with 

stakeholders. There are professionals that will be engaged and many experts that will donate time. The 

use of storytelling is a dynamic and fresh way to bring vibrancy to this community. Finally, capacity is 

demonstrated through a reasonable budget and dedicated board, staff and volunteers. One critique is 

that your goal is a mission statement for the program, not a measurable goal. However, how you measure 

progress presents many opportunities to create one simple goal for the project. For example, attendance 

targets and surveyed feedback on events can be the basis for a goal. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes - this project at a small historical baseball-related museum seeks to engage Cleveland's 

larger public to capture and share histories and stories related to League Park. Storytelling workshops, 

book discussions, and a larger 1-day event will be offered in partnership with several area partners 

including Literary Cleveland - another grant applicant.  The goal of this program is realistic and feasible in 

inspiring a greater appreciation and awareness of League Park. Budget seems modest and reasonable, 

when considering some of the outside experts this program may solicit to present. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. The applicant demonstrates strong public 

benefit, with a clearly identified community and diverse, thoughtful programming. I like that the project 

builds on the previous year's theme, and I'm particularly impressed with the collaboration between 

multiple organizations as a means to leverage marketing, impact and connection with the community. 

The narrative indicates a process of reflection, which will seemingly ensure fresh programming & 

continuous improvement. That said, I do find the project goal and measurement areas of the proposal to 

be lacking lacking.  I wonder if the applicant can continue to devise ways to accurately capture measurable 

data regarding impact Surveys are great, but sometimes unreliable. The budget and scope of purpose are 

clear, which help me feel confident in the applicant's organizational capacity as it pertains to this year's 

programming as well as future years'. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


